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From the Secretary’s Desk
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The 21st year in the journey of Prayas, is an important milestone, as it
gives us an opportunity to reflect on the challenges and the achievements
of the past years, as we plan for the future with commitment.

Today, Prayas stands tall among the grass root NGOs of India. It is like a
banyan tree which grows its own roots and spreads out, but the umbilical
connect is always there. Our children are nurtured, educated, and given
strong value systems. Many of them move away to make their own lives,
but the emotional connect is forever!

Our guiding beacon over these years has been our philosophy to ensure
Equal Opportunities for All. We initiate the skilled development of
mentally and physically challenged children from insecure and
dependant living towards acquisition of education and skills necessary to
assume productive roles and live independently in the mainstream with
self confidence and self determination. The ultimate goal is a life with
dignity and financial stability.

We are in our third decade of working and there are many challenges
towards sustainability and continuity, which keep us motivated to move
ahead. The children have blossomed under the system. This has brought
relief to the parents, who were stressed by the burden of caring, and
constantly worried about the present and future life of their children. At
the same time we experience that sensitivity among society, particularly in
people, who matter in the cause of betterment of these children, needs to
be addressed.

There are still a lot of working barriers that need to be realized to give
these children a meaningful life. But like minded people of society
patiently give their valuable time with commitment for the cause. Our
sincere gratitude to partners, friends and well wishers, who have been
with us through all times and have shown the path to continue working on
our vision.

R.K.Mohla
Hony. Secretary
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Late S. Harjeet Singh
Late Miss Jatinder Arora who provided inspiration
Founder PRAYAS and immense strength & showed
us the right way to tread on

Shri Abdul J Kalam once said, “Dreams are those that keep you from sleeping” and that
has been the driving force behind Miss Jatinder Arora, the founder of Prayas, who
pursued her dream relentlessly. Prayas was founded in 1996 with the noble initiative of
lighting up the lives of under privileged children from the slums of Jaipur. All our
initiatives aim at touching the lives of these disadvantaged children through education
and vocational training as a means of mainstreaming.

Prayas means an Endeavour...an effort to help the mentally and physically challenged
child and other under privileged children to lead a meaningful and dignified life !.

Vision
Equal opportunities forall

Mission
Our mission is the integration of children, with and without special needs, into

mainstream schooling and society by providing education to enable their growth and
development towards becoming self-sufficient individuals who can live with dignity.

Objectives

* Provide Inclusive Education (Education for all).
¢ Enhance skills of CWSN and develop a positive attitude towards self-reliance.

* Provide income generating projects to enable differently-abled to become
economically self-sufficient.

* Todevelop strategies for marketing the products made by the physically and mentally
challenged so that theirincome can be ensured.

* To advocate and network with governmental and non-governmental institutes for
child rights.

* Womenempowerment.
¢ Community participation in child education.

* To develop a resource centre in accordance with special needs in changing
environment.

¢ Torun professional courses under the accreditation of RCI.
* Tofacilitate inclusion in government run schools in slums of Jaipur.

* To pursue and help children to continue education for secondary and higher
secondary certificate for placement.

* To provide computer science knowledge for better placement.




Prayas —

'Badhte Kadam' - promises to keep and miles to go before we sleep!

BADHTE KADAM - truly illustrates the
journey of Prayas over the last two
decades. We started our journey with 5
children and moved ahead taking
measurable steps in reaching out and
spreading our message of hope and
education for the Disabled and
inclusion for the marginalized. Our aim
was to work as a catalyst to bring
positive and sustainable change in the
lives of underprivileged children, and
their families. A small effort on our part
could bring a big difference in their
lives. A little convincing and counseling
could bring about a big change in
perception. The cornerstone of our
work continues to be Inclusion, as we
wish to provide all children the same
opportunities and access to education.

We offer different avenues for education and skill development for these children to
lead a dignified life in society. For normal children and borderline cwsn, we have the
formal mainstream education system. We offer open schooling for children who, for
various reasons, are unable to cope with formal schooling. For the cwsn, we offer
special education according to individual aptitude and level. Practical and vocational
training isimparted to them also. The community and society must open their minds
to children with disability, understand them and their challenges and acknowledge
their potential and ability.

PRAYAS SCHOOLS
JHALANA RAJA PARK AMAGARH SANGANER

(Special Needs School) [ (Integrated School) (Integrated School) (Integrated School)

A special classification Nursery to 8/ :
Grades system used. Ubper Primary Nursery to 5/ Primary | Nursery to 5/ Primary
Post Students are either | Students are helped | Students attend Students are helped
Prayas | integrated into to enter mainstream | the Raja Park with entering

schools of schooling. Financial | school from mainstream schooling.

mainstream society
or rehabilitated by

way of employment
or self-employment.

and academic
support is provided
where required.

Class VI onwards.

Financial and
academic support is
provided where
required.

Name of Centre

Current Student Strength (Boys + Girls)

RAJA PARK (Integrated School) 174 (97 +77)
JHALANA  (Special Needs School) 108 (83 + 25)
AMAGARH (Integrated School) 158 (83 + 75)

SANGANER (Integrated School)

169 (84 + 85)

Total

609 (347+262)







